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Mogollon Mountain Man Rendezvous 
Mission Statement 

 

 
To promote the spiritual vitality and personal 

integrity of our youth, we join in the 
Mogollon Mountain Man Rendezvous to 
commemorate and honor the spirit of 

adventure, the stamina, survival skills, and 
the rugged individualism reflected in the 
lives of the American Mountain Man. 
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A message from the Booshway  

 

Waugh Pilgrims and Pork Eaters! 

 
Now is the time for all good pilgrims to don your best bib and tucker (rendezvous style) and plan to join us for Mountain Man 

Rendezvous in March 2019. It will be a chance to step back in time and re-visit the life and times of those hardy men who fearlessly 

faced the hardships of a harsh and untamed wilderness. These men, not content to live within the confines of comfort and civilization, 

followed the yearnings of their hearts and ventured into a world unknown; a world fraught with dangers on every side. They hiked 

steep mountains, crossed waterless deserts and fought wild animals. The forces of nature were relentless. Yet their sense of adventure 

was unequaled and they never stopped striving to tame an unforgiving wilderness. They blazed trails that many thousands would later 

benefit from which allowed the great, western expansion movement. Many didn’t live to old age. It has been said the average age of 

the mountain man was 33 years.  

 

Just like your decisions today, a mountain man’s very life depended upon the daily choices he made. One wrong decision was 

oftentimes life threatening or even fatal. Meriwether Lewis, for example, during his two year expedition to the Pacific, was scouting a 

portage route one afternoon when he came upon a group of buffalo. He quickly discharged his muzzleloader and brought down a fat 

buffalo bull. Without re-loading his rifle and being pre-occupied with the dying buffalo, he failed to notice a large brown bear 

charging him. When he finally noticed the bear, it was only within 20 steps of him. Meriwether realized he didn’t have a loaded gun 

and would not have time to re-load before the bear would attack. The nearest tree being 300 yards away, he decided his only chance 

was to try to make a dash to the river (Missouri), wade out in the water and defend himself with his espontoon (a type of spear used 

for close combat). As he fled, the bear gained momentum. Fortunately, he made it to the water in time, waded in waist deep and took a 

defensive stance. The bear decided not to pursue any further and finally ran off. In his journal, Meriwether, realizing his close escape, 

reflected on this incident, “My gun reloaded, I felt confident once more in my strength and….determined never again to suffer my 

piece to be longer empty than the time she necessarily required to charge her.”  One wrong decision almost cost him his life, but he 

learned from his mistake and resolved to never let it happen again.  

 

The decisions we make daily determine our destiny indeed. In today’s world we are not faced with the threat of bear attacks every day. 

Nor do we have to scrape and forage for food and shelter. We do not have to brave freezing cold, driving rain, or blistering sun to hunt 

animals for skins and hides to manufacture our clothing. Instead, we live in a day and age where in spite of lavish abundance and 

myriad comforts, we are faced with external influences that maim or kill not only physically, but emotionally and spiritually as well. 

We are plagued with more pernicious evils such as laziness, drugs, alcohol, immorality, sexual perversion and pornography just to 

name a few. None are immune from their ease of availability or debilitating consequences and like the mountain man of yesteryear, 

we arise daily and must decide for ourselves how we choose to face today’s ills. A poor decision made hastily in your youth, can have 

lasting effects for years to come.  

 

If you haven’t done so already, decide now, once and for all, to follow the path of righteousness that leads us to Jesus Christ and His 

gospel plan. You will never regret making right decisions. May the Lord’s choicest blessings be upon you as you move forward in 

faith, courage and determination. 

 

I look forward to seeing you on the mountain! 

 

Laurie “Firebird” Anderton 

Booshway  

Mesa Mogollon Rendezvous 2019 
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Preparing for the Rendezvous 
Who Can Attend?  
Mountain Man Rendezvous 2019 (MMR 2019) is for all Teachers Quorums and the 14-15 year old boys in traditional Scouting units.  

Although specifically created for those quorums/units in the East/West Coordinating Councils, MMR 2019 is open to all Teachers 

Quorums or Scout units. Only Teachers and Boy Scouts age 14 &15 at the time of the rendezvous may participate at the Mogollon 

Rendezvous.  In some cases, if a young man has a birthday within a few days of the rendezvous, he might be able to participate but specific 

permission must be obtained from the Booshway and Executive Staff approving his participation. No younger persons including siblings, 

younger unit members, children of adult leaders, etc. will be allowed to participate in the rendezvous. Older boys may only attend if 

specifically invited to participate as staff - not as participants. There will be no exceptions!  Rendezvous is a High Adventure activity 

intended only for participation by Teachers and Traditional Scouts ages 14 & 15.  

 

How Do We Sign Up?  
Registration can be done online by going directly to our website:  www.mesamountainman.com. The www.mesamountainman.com 

website has a “Register Now” button at the top left corner. Go to the site and follow the instructions to register.   We strongly 

encourage quorums/units to pre-register. Registration is to be done through the Mesamountainman.com web site, not to the Outpost 

leader, Booshway or Segundo! A receipt will be issued to the person at the time of registration through the web site. 

 

Registration 
 

Register for Rendezvous at www.mesamountainman.com. The registration process will be the same for all Quorums/Units.  

 

• On-Time means that registration fees have been paid and forms have been completed and turned into the MMR 2019 Scribes 

no later than February preparation meeting – February 7, 2019 

 
Fees 
In order to better plan for the needs of this event and to encourage early preparation for the outpost activities, several incentives have 

been established for those quorums/units with on-time paid registration. The price schedule follows: 

 

 Dates Boys Required Leaders 

On-time Registration  Before 2/7/2019 $30.00 $15.00 

Gold Card Unit Registration Before 11/1/2018 $30.00 $15.00 

Registration AFTER 2/7/2019 After 2/7/2019 $35.00 $20.00 

 

 

Gold Card Passport Requirements and Advantages  
For a quorum/unit to qualify for the Gold Card Passport they must meet the following criteria: 

 

• Register for Rendezvous 2019 no later than November 1st 2018  

• Participate in at least one, six-hour minimum, Camp Geronimo service project by February 7th, 2019 

o The service project must be assigned and approved by camp ranger Larry Carpenter. Contact Larry to set up time 

and date for your project. Larry’s contact info: phone # is 928-474-2818; email: larry.carpenter@scouting.org 

o At least 90% of your quorum/unit must participate in the service project 

o Larry Carpenter must sign off when the project is completed 

• Camp overnight at Christmas Camp and hike the Mormon Battalion trail – 5 mile hike 

o Contact Owen Garner to reserve time and camp spot (See flyer for available dates) 

▪ Owen’s phone #: 480-577-3887; email address: garnerowen@gmail.com 

▪ Owen or one of the Mormon Battalion folks must sign off when completed 

o At least 90% of your quorum/unit must participate 

• Qualification deadline is February 7th, 2019 – Verification form can be submitted to Jared Payne – 602-290-2283 / 

jrodasu@gmail.com 

http://www.mesamountainman.com/
http://www.mesamountainman.com/
mailto:garnerowen@gmail.com
mailto:jrodasu@gmail.com
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Note:  Gold Card Verification forms are to be submitted to Jared Payne no later than February 7th 2019. Failure to meet the 

requirements and deadlines will result in a unit being ineligible for Gold Card status. For questions regarding Gold Passport 

and other parts of the rendezvous, contact the Booshway or Segundo.  

 
The Gold Passport advantages are: 

 

• Early arrival/check in time 

• Early times for starting activities (All events will be open one hour earlier each day for Gold Card units) 

• No Service assignment at Rendezvous – enjoy the extra time 

 
Leadership Requirements 
Two-Deep Leadership, two registered, adult leaders, or one adult and a parent of a participating boy, one of whom must be at least 21 years 

of age or older, are required for all trips and outings.  There should be a minimum of one adult for every five 14-15 year olds in attendance 

(always with a minimum of  two, of course). 

 

Each participating quorum/unit should also have a Quorum President/Unit Youth Leader who will be responsible for leading and 

coordinating all of his unit’s.  Information will be furnished to the Quorum President/Unit Youth Leader throughout the rendezvous for 

relaying to their quorums/units.  Adult leaders will be requested to stand back and allow the Quorum President/Unit Youth Leader to carry 

out his duties and to run the quorum/unit, both at registration as well as during the activities.  The Rendezvous staff will be available to 

answer questions at any time for Quorum President/Unit Youth Leader. 

 

Preparing your Quorum/Unit 
There are several things that you can do as a quorum/unit to prepare for this grand event.  Those quorums/units that come prepared 

tend to have the greatest success and the most fun.  Here are some of the ways that quorums/units can prepare ahead of time: 

• Study the Mountain Man – This can be done by inviting a mountain man to your team meetings to show and discuss their 

“accoutrements” or their “parfleche”.  Or perhaps you may want to visit a clan, do some reading, or by any other means begin 

to understand what the mountain man was, how they dressed, and what they used in their day to day life. Each February there 

is a rendezvous at the Winter National Muzzleloader competition at the Ben Avery shooting range. Attend if possible and 

check out Trader’s Row. For more info go to nmlra.org 

 

• Make Regalia – Work as a team to make shirts, pants, moccasins, canteens, possible bags, medicine pouches, powder horns, 

knives, sheaths, scabbards, hawks, beads, stools or other mountain man gear.  This will give an opportunity to utilize your 

mountain man regalia and to look “plew prime” as a unit at the rendezvous. Although it is not necessary that patterns and 

colors of the regalia match, for the purpose of getting maximum points, it is necessary that all boys in a unit have the same 

items – shirts, pants, capotes, and hats. Additional items could add some extra points. Regalia is a must for this activity and 

will add points to those given for participation in the other activities. (See Resource Document for more information 

about specific items and for patterns). 

• Make Trading Items – Work as a team or in small groups to make mountain man items for the trading blanket.  This will 

allow your team members to trade for other items that you may not have had time to make.  Find what you are good at 

making and make several of them of good quality to trade. The more you put into making an item the more it is worth on the 

trading blanket. 

• Build Teamwork – Work together to build teamwork within your quorum/unit.  Your success in the Colter Run and many 

other rendezvous activities rely heavily on teamwork.  Use C.O.P.E. and Team Building exercises in your weekly program to 

accomplish this. 

• Build a Service Attitude – We will once again be looking for quorums/units that demonstrate service in spirit and deed. 

Instilling a general attitude of service and excellence in your team will help them to succeed.  Look for opportunities at the 

rendezvous to go above and beyond what is expected. 
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Required Forms 

• Young Men Activity Planning Form 

A Young Men Activity Planning Form is REQUIRED for each quorum/unit; no exceptions. Bring it to the March 7th preparation 

meeting in order to pick up your Registration Packets. The form can be obtained on the website under the “Forms” section or from 

your Stake Young Men’s 1st Counselor. 

• Physical/Permission Forms  

This is a High Adventure activity and adult leaders and boys are required to have a YM Medical/Parent Permission form for every 

boy and leader. Each participating youth and adult must have a completed consent form even if the parent is in attendance. This form 

insures prompt medical attention may be given in any case if needed. The Quorum President/ Unit Youth Leader will present a 

completed form for each youth and adult participant at check-in and may be turned in at registration on March 7th at the preparation 

meeting to speed up the registration process. This form along with the others required, will be presented at check-in for all participants 

and leaders at the March 7th meeting prior to Rendezvous. The form can be obtained on the website under the “Forms” section or from 

your Stake Young Men’s 1st Counselor. 

 
Vehicle Preparation 
Transportation is very important. We will be using a BSA facility and the BSA is very much aware of the special needs for travel. Being 

safe is of utmost importance.  Please make sure there is adequate space for all passengers in the vehicles you will use for transportation to 

and from the rendezvous.  Don't count a place for a rider unless an operational seat belt is available.  Remember! Count the vehicles you 

need by the number of seat belts available in the vehicle. Bring as few vehicles into camp as possible as parking is very limited. Having 

vehicles that drop you off and return to pick you up may be a significant advantage.  Vehicle safety is also important.  Please take time to 

review the Motor Vehicle Checklist for each of the vehicles transporting youth.  The Motor Vehicle Checklist is found in the “Forms” 

section of the Guide to Safe Scouting. 

 

Personal/Group Camping Gear 
During March the weather can get rather chilly in the evening and night hours.  Sometimes it will be close to freezing in these higher 

elevations.  It has even been known to rain and snow!  You should come prepared with warm clothes that can be removed in layers as 

the day warms up. Also remember that if you do not bring a burn barrel that keeps your fire about six inches off the ground, you 

will not be able to have a fire in your camp for those chilly nights. A sample personal and a unit checklist is provided in the “Forms” 

section of the Guide to Safe Scouting.  

 

Compass and GPS Units 
We strongly encourage quorums/units to bring compasses and GPS’s if possible.  There may be several opportunities during the 

rendezvous where these devices will come in handy.  A GPS is very similar to how the mountain man used the stars to navigate only 

today we use the satellites and we can navigate during the day.  Bring whatever you have along and BE PREPARED! 
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Arrival and Setup 
 

Rendezvous Rules 

• Boys or adults riding on bumpers, tailgates, hoods, fenders or trailers will not be tolerated. This should not occur on any outing and the 

HQ staff may become downright cantankerous if it occurs on this outing and may ask you and your team to leave the rendezvous. 

• Rendezvous regalia should be worn during this activity and worn appropriately. Wearing regalia is not mandatory, but highly 

recommended (homemade Team Regalia is best). 

• A three–times–three ringing of the bell (or horn honking etc.) will designate an emergency.  Assemble at your campsite and send 

buddy runners (2) to HQ for information or instructions. [HQ is located in the main lodge] 

• Each unit is required to have a properly stocked first aid kit and plan on treating minor injuries.  Medical staff and facilities will be 

identified at the rendezvous site for any major problems encountered. Band-Aids, Pepto-Bismol, pain killer in its many forms should 

be supplied by you, not the medical staff, so be sure your First Aid kit is stocked appropriately and sufficiently. The First Aid station is 

located in the First Aid lodge at the edge of primitive camp. 

• After lights out time designated on the schedule of events, all quorums/units should be in and remain in their own campsites until 

reveille the next morning.  HQ staff will be on patrol in the area at times during the night and any team member found out of camp will 

be escorted back to his campsite and the leader notified.  If malicious mischief was involved, the quorum/unit or individual may be 

asked to leave the rendezvous immediately! 

• Buildings other than the bathrooms and buildings involved in rendezvous activities are off  limits to rendezvous participants.  Do not 

enter these structures without permission.  Adult and youth leaders will be responsible to instruct their quorum/unit members regarding 

the off limits policy prior to attending, and will be held responsible for any unit member who violates the above stated rules.  Other 

areas, such as the shooting areas, may be marked off by tape.  These areas must not be encroached upon or serious consequences could 

result.  Crossing these lines will result in expulsion from the rendezvous. 

• All participants are expected to follow safety and respect for property rules.  Vandalism hurts us all and is against the law.  Anyone 

caught destroying property will be expelled from the rendezvous and their names turned over to the proper authorities for prosecution.  

This includes plants and animals as well as structures. 

• Possession or lighting of illegal fireworks will result in immediate confiscation and notification of authorities. 

• All firearms brought by participants must be turned into the Range Master at the small bore (.22LR) range during registration and will 

only be made available for use during the activities as appropriate. 

• Sub-Camp areas will be designated by the Rendezvous Staff. Individual campsites within the sub-camps are laid out and grouped by 

stake. Space is at a premium. Please be conservative in your camp setup so that all members of your campsite will have sufficient room 

to camp also. All disputes regarding campsites will be arbitrated by your stake YM 1st counselor or assistant campsite leaders and their 

decisions are final. 

• We are adding a designated area for bullwhips in 2019. As there is a risk factor involved, the snapping of bullwhips will be limited to 

the designated bullwhip area which will be located in the grassy area in front of the lower family cabins.  

• No swords, insanely large knives or implements of primitive torture will be allowed at the Rendezvous. Machetes, maces, cat o nine 

tails, are included in the implement ban. If you have questions on whether you have a banned item, you probably do. If you want 

confirmation contact the Booshway. Instantaneous confiscation will result.   

 

Parking 
Your unit will receive parking instructions when you check into camp at the main gate on Thursday morning. All unit vehicles 

transporting people will go directly to the designated parking area, unload your personal gear, put on your backpacks, and hike 

directly to your campsite. One equipment vehicle per unit will be allowed into your campsite to drop off equipment.  

 If there is an important reason that your vehicle needs to remain close, please speak with a parking staff member as you enter the premises 

for appropriate direction for vehicle location. Please be a good example to your boys of being obedient and trustworthy by following these 

simple rules. 
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Camp Location 
Camp Geronimo is a Grand Canyon Council, BSA facility.  It is beautifully located under the Mogollon Rim and between the east and west 

Webber Creeks in the Tonto National Forest.  Take the Beeline Highway to Payson. Continue straight at the intersection of State Route 87 

and Highway 260.  This will take you to the intersection with Control Road Forest Road 64 about 10.5 miles out of Payson. Turn east on 

Control Road and travel on the Forest Service dirt road for about 5.5 miles where you will veer left (north) on the Camp Geronimo road 

(Forest Road 440) and travel for two miles to the Camp Geronimo parking lot. There is an alternate route if you take the Houston Mesa 

Road on the north edge of Payson. If you want to take this route, check the maps.  

 

If you are interested in maps of the area, get the Tonto National Forest map or USGS 7.5 minute quadrangle map that covers the area 

named Kehl Ridge and Pine. 

 

Hike-in 
Scenario #1: You are fully registered and have your packet. 

When you arrive at Camp Geronimo, your equipment vehicle will pull off to the right side of the road and await permission to start up the 

road to your campsite. Place your campsite number (this is in your packet) in the front window so we know when and where to send you. 

Your other vehicles (with the quorum president/youth unit leader and your registration packet) will drive down the left side of the road to 

the front gate where you will be directed to one of the parking areas depending on which side of camp your campsite is on. The parking 

location is located approximately 0.5 to 1.0 miles from the various camp sites.  There are clearly marked roads from the parking area to the 

camp sites where you are assigned to camp. You will park the vehicle, strap on your backpacks & other personal gear and start up the road 

to your campsite. You will be met by the scribes for final check-in. See "Registration & Check-in" below. Following Check-In, hike 

directly to your campsite where you will stay and wait for the arrival of your equipment vehicle. Please be aware of vehicles traveling on 

the narrow roads and give them the right-of-way so they do not lose momentum coming uphill and become stalled. If the roads are muddy, 

you will be asked to help push stuck vehicles going up the roads. Ideally, you should arrive at your campsite before your equipment vehicle 

arrives. 

Please help unload any other vehicles in your campsite area so we can get all vehicles unloaded within the 10 minute goal. 

 

Scenario #2: You are not fully registered and do not have your Registration packet. 

When you arrive at Camp Geronimo, all vehicles will pull off to the right side of the road. Immediately notify one of the "Road Rovers" 

that you DO NOT have your registration packet. They will inform you of what needs to be done to complete Registration for admittance 

into the Rendezvous. See the Registration & Check-In section below especially the notes about the "Ugly Line". Once your registration is 

completed, follow the instructions in Scenario #1 above. 

 

Equipment Unloading 
Each team will be limited to one trailer no longer than 16 feet. The road system at Camp Geronimo is not conducive to the entry of multiple 

vehicles. It does not circulate and return to the parking lot. The roads are only one way in many places and there are few places to turn 

around a trailer; hence the size limitation.  Once the equipment vehicle arrives at your campsite, you will have no more than 10 minutes 

to completely unload all the equipment onto the ground near your equipment vehicle so the vehicle can turn around and go back down 

the road to the parking lot. Once it has gotten to the parking lot other vehicles can go up the road. 

 

Vehicles in Camp 
No vehicles will be allowed in the rendezvous camp site to ensure the safety of both vehicles and participants on the activity site. All 

vehicles will remain in the camp designated parking lots during Rendezvous.  Team Check-In / Late Registration will take place at the 

Parking Lot Main Gate from 7:30 AM (6:30AM for Gold quorums/units) until approximately noon. Exceptions will be made ONLY 

AFTER PERMISSION has been granted by the BOOSHWAY or Segundo.  No other vehicles, such as motor homes and trailers, will 

be tolerated in camp during the rendezvous. Tin Tipis may be allowed in the parking area at Camp Geronimo. 

 

  

Team Camp Site Assignments 
Sub camps by Stake will be assigned and in your registration packets by March 7th. Quorum/unit campsites are set up and grouped by 

Stake and any concerns regarding the assigned area should be taken to the stake YM 1st counselor or his assistant. Sub camp locations 

will be included in your registration packets. Stake YM 1st counselors will direct quorums/units to their specific camp site. The stake 

assignments are made based on the registrations completed by the February 7th preparation meeting. If quorums/units register after that 

time the campsite assigned may be "tight" for all the quorums/units that will eventually attend. Moral of the story: register by February 

7th or run the risk of being cramped. 
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Check-In & Late Registration[Have Jared check this section for accuracy, clarity, etc.] 

Your unit will be assigned a check-in time starting at 7:30 (6:30 for Gold Card quorums/units). The goal is to distribute the arrival times so 

you are not stuck in the line into camp for hours. Each stake will have approximately 8 arrival times for their units staggered every 30 

minutes. That will evenly distribute the equipment vehicles going to the various campsites and reduce the congestion at each campsite. We 

ask that you make every effort to arrive at your designated time slot. 

Arrival and check-in at the Rendezvous will begin at 7:30 am on Thursday (6:30 am for those having qualified for the Gold Passport) in the 

parking area at Camp Geronimo and will continue until approximately noon.  There will be no early arrivals admitted to the Camp. Please 

make every effort to be on time to the rendezvous.  Late check-in reduces the amount of time the boys have to participate in the events at 

the rendezvous.  The rendezvous site is about 2 hours travel time from Mesa.  If you have not already completed your registration at the 

March 7th preparation meeting, please have the required forms (Medical/Permission consents) filled out and be ready to present them at 

check-in time.  The presentation of forms and pick up of the packet must be done by the quorum president/unit youth leader, with the 

Advisor standing by. All other members of the quorum/unit must wait away from the registration check in area. 

• If you have registered on time and gotten your registration packets at the March 7th preparation meeting, have all 

medical/permission forms, and there are no adjustments to be made, Check-In will consist of checking that forms were brought, 

filling out the vehicle identification and placing it in your equipment vehicle. (Nice, huh!)  

• Should you need to make adjustments such as adding boys or leaders, you will need to take a bit longer so that money can be 

collected and additional forms and patches can be added. (Still not too bad, right?)  

• Finally, if you have not registered, you get into the long and tedious line and wait for a packet to be built, your information to be 

entered and monies to be tendered. (We call this the “Ugly Line”.) Try to avoid the Ugly Line. 

 

Regalia 
As usual, emphasis on regalia is a key part of the success of any quorum/unit and we encourage all participants and their leaders to wear  

regalia consisting of the following minimum Mountain Man regalia: shirt, pants, hat, capote.  All participants and leaders should 

arrive in regalia and plan on wearing it for appropriate activities including all general assemblies (i.e. campfire, retreat, flag raising. 

etc.).   Rendezvous regalia includes any number of "early American" costumes.  Mountain Man capotes, drop sleeve shirts, frontier shirts, 

etc. help add to the experience and provide activities for the months prior to the rendezvous.  Patterns are available in the “resources” 

rendezvous booklet as well as other places. Don’t be afraid to Google Mountain Man Regalia and other terms on the internet.   

 

There will be a regalia inspection station setup in the primitive camp area and team regalia photos will be taken there and throughout the 

activities of the Rendezvous.  Each team is encouraged to present themselves at Primitive Camp during the rendezvous activity time and 

have their regalia scored.  A portion of the points awarded for the Mountain Man activities will come from the regalia inspection. 

 

Meals 
No meals will be provided as part of the rendezvous.  All meals should be prepared and eaten with your quorum/unit.  This effort should 

also extend to the purchase of food items and meal cleanup.  Teamwork will play an important part for this rendezvous. This includes meal 

times.  

 

Campsite Setup 
Low impact camping procedures will be implemented by Quorums/units attending the rendezvous.  Don't dig trenches or fire pits or holes 

of any kind. There is one campfire allowed per team.  This must be in a barrel or grill only- which you must bring with you.  Please NO 

bonfires! Ashes from your campfire will have to be hauled out by your unit. You may want to bring a stove or charcoal for cooking.  There 

is some wood available at Camp Geronimo but Do Not count on finding firewood at the campsite.  DO NOT  dispose of ashes in the 

dumpster.  

Campsites 

Period-type camping is the order of the day.  Campsites should be as authentic as possible. Tipis or pre-Civil War-style tents are 

appropriate. Cooking with Dutch Ovens is encouraged! Sharing of said cooking with Staff is also encouraged! To make any items which 

are not period artifacts look period, they could be covered with white sail cloth-type of canvas or skins. Coolers could be covered or 

disguised as trunks, etc.  

 

Your Stake leader will check your campsite prior to your unit leaving. It is imperative that each unit do its part to leave camp in pristine 

condition so that we will be allowed back. Thank you in advance. 
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Campfires 

Low impact camping is leaving no trace of being there.  One of the great dangers of holding this kind of event in an evergreen forest is 

wildfire.  Each unit must bring a shovel and a 5-gallon bucket (to keep filled with water) for fire safety.  Also, you must bring a burn 

barrel in which to build your fire or go without a fire.  Your burn barrel should be at least 6 inches off the ground. There are some 

permanent fire rings, but do not count on your unit getting one.  Fire Rings and Burn Barrels are the only places that a fire is allowed and no 

new fire rings may be constructed.  You will be required to remove your ashes to a designated receptacle during camp clean up.  NOT in 

the dumpster. 

Garbage 

All garbage needs to be hauled out of your campsite by your unit. The council is very cautious of any group this size and the impact it will 

have on the camp.  Be very conscious of our presence in the facility and be protective of our right to use it.  Please do your part to leave 

only footprints, and take only pictures…and your garbage. This year there will be a 40 yd dumpster available for dumping trash only – no 

coals. It will be located by the A-Frame skills area.  

Latrines 

Pit privies or Port-A-Johns will be available at the rendezvous site. You are required to use these facilities to preserve the sanitation for this 

large of a group.  This is a BSA campsite. Do not defecate anywhere but in the privies. The Service Outpost (in Primitive Camp) will 

regularly resupply toilet paper. However, if you run out, go to the Service Outpost for more. 

Water  

There is water available at Geronimo at various locations.  You may have to carry it a short distance.  Bring containers to accommodate 

carrying water. 

Campsite Clean Up  

Campsites need to be appropriately cleaned and checked prior to departure on Saturday. Your Stake leader will assign someone to inspect 

the campsite before you leave. Please leave the campsites looking better than we found them.  

Activities 
 

Outpost Activities 
Each quorum/unit, upon completion of registration at check-in, will receive a card or "passport" with the different event areas listed.  This 

passport is your admittance into the different program area activities.  Scores will be kept on the passport and turned in at the end of the day 

(5:30 pm) on Friday.  Do not lose the card – all scores to that point will be lost!  
 

Trading Post / Trader’s Row 
There will be a trading post set up for your participation.  The trading post will have a wide variety of mountain man items for trade or sale 

on the trading blanket. You should bring items to trade for items on the blanket.  No insanely large knives or implements of primitive 

torture will be allowed at the Rendezvous. Machetes, maces, cat o nine tales, are included in the implement ban. If you have questions on 

whether you have a banned item, then you probably do. If you want confirmation contact the Booshway. Leaders should limit the amount 

of time their team spends at the Trading Blanket and encourage participation in the other activities. 

 

Service Outpost 
 

All quorums/units are required to complete their assigned Service Project.  Projects are done as quorums/units, not as large 

groups.  The Service Outpost is located in the Hiverano Area (Primitive Camp) in the center of the Rendezvous.  Quorums/units must 

check in on time for their assignment, so do not plan to be in long lines for shooting or other activities right before your 

assignment.  Service projects are awarded more points than other events.  Maximum points are awarded for quorums/units who 

appear on time, show team spirit, and do a good job. There will be no registered quorum/unit that does not receive an 

assignment.  If your assignment is not properly communicated to you by your ward representative, check in at the Service Outpost for 

an assignment.  Quorums/units are assigned by quorum/unit number.  Be on time!   
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Colter Run 
On Saturday morning, the John Colter run (a tradition at the Mogollon Rendezvous) will take place.  This run will incorporate many of the 

events you will have practiced and participated in while at the rendezvous.  Each quorum should participate as a team in the run.  Each team 

will be given a starting time and should be at the starting line 10 minutes early.  If you are not 10 minutes early, you may lose your position.  

During the time when other quorums/units are involved in the run, your team should use this time to clean up and pack for the trip back 

home. Please, for the safety of those participating in the run; do not move vehicles into or out of the rendezvous site until all 

quorums/units finish the Colter Run.  

 

Dutch-Oven Cook-Off 
In keeping with the tradition of the Mogollon Rendezvous, a dutch-oven cooking competition will be held on Friday evening at 

headquarters between five and seven pm.  Competing quorums/units should bring a serving of their appetizer, entrée, dessert, breads 

and/or side dish to headquarters for judging.  Awards will be given for this competition at Saturday’s awards ceremony in four 

categories: breads, main dish, desserts and Overall Grand Prize.  Participants may compete in any one or all of these categories.  It will 

not count as points for overall team scores.  Judges will be selected from our ever-hungry rendezvous staff.  Those judging will 

conclude their judging promptly at 7:00pm.  It would be in the best interest of competing quorums/units to have their entries in as 

early as possible after 5:00pm before the judges get full. Presentation of the meal and your quorum/unit is important! 

 

1. Cast Iron Chef Cook-Off Rules: 

2. Have fun 

3. The participants must prepare, cook, and present the dishes to the judges. 

4. Your food must be plated and presented to the judges. Please bring and plate enough for 4 judges. 

5. You will be assigned a timeslot to present to the judges. If you miss your slot we will try to fit you in but others who 

are scheduled will take priority. (TIP: Get there a little early to plate up and be ready.) 

a. There are 3 categories to enter 

b. Main Dish 

c. Bread 

d. Dessert 

6. Each team can enter any or all categories. (The more the better!) 

7. A secret ingredient will be provided. The ingredient must be used in at least one dish entered. 

8. To be considered for the over-all grand prize a team must enter at least 2 categories. 

9. All prizes will be awarded at the awards ceremony on Saturday following the Colter Run. You must be present to 

win. If the winning team is not present, then the award will go the runner-up. 

 

Cracker Barrels 
There will be a cracker barrel session at headquarters for all quorum/unit youth and adult leaders on both Thursday and Friday evening 

at headquarters.  Adult leaders should accompany their youth leaders and will be split off to a separate meeting during that time.  It is 

very important that all youth leaders attend these sessions because important updates to schedules and activities, as well as other 

announcements will be relayed to them at that time.  It is then the leader’s responsibility to communicate this information to their 

quorums/units.  Please come prepared with paper and pencil so that notes can be taken. 

 

Flag Ceremonies 
There will be an All-Quorum/Unit flag ceremony on both Friday and Saturday mornings.  All participants are expected to be in 

attendance for these ceremonies in their Rendezvous Regalia.   

 

 

Campfire Programs 

Thursday Evening 

This should be done with your own Stake/Unit with your Stake/Unit leading. Plan to attend these campfires and be prepared to participate. 

Rendezvous Staff will accept invitations to join you and may randomly join with the campsites for this activity.  This time is also a great 

opportunity to have a mountain man naming ceremony. 
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Friday Evening 

A rendezvous campfire is planned for Friday night. All Quorums/units are invited to be in attendance at this campfire. It will be an 

experience you won't want to miss. 

 

A campfire should be a fun time for all.  But sometimes a few disruptive people can ruin it for all the others. Adult leaders are responsible 

for the behavior of their own youth.  Please remind your young men to be respectful to those speaking as well as to the folks around them. 

 

Awards Program 
All quorums/units are expected to attend the Awards Program after the Colter Run. Each Quorum/Unit may earn awards based on their 

performance.  Awards will be based on unity and Leadership as well as on Performance at events throughout the weekend. Awards will be 

presented for overall and for several individual events.  In the event of ties, multiple awards will be awarded.  There will also be special 

awards and prizes awarded for:  

 

Top Unit – The Unit who has scored the most points on their passport. 

Dutch Oven Cook-Off – See requirements under Dutch Oven Cook-off 

Hair of the Bear – The unit with the best score in the John Coulter Run 

 

Your quorum/unit must be present to win. 
 

 
Adult Leader Meeting  

Since there are usually special guests invited to attend, there will be an opportunity for these guests to address and train the leaders. 

The schedule for this meeting will be announced at the first cracker barrel. 

Cleanup and Departure 
 

Campsite Clean-up 
Each quorum/unit needs to completely police their camping area before leaving. Clean up all trash (even old litter), replace ground cover, 

etc.  Leave your camp site as undisturbed as possible. The quorum/unit leaders are responsible for seeing these rules are followed (Yes, that 

means the quorum president/unit leader).  

 

The designated clean-up time is during the Colter Run on Saturday morning.  Although vehicles will not be allowed into the rendezvous 

site until the run is finished for safety reasons, much of the clean-up can be done while the run is in progress. 

 

Check-Out 
When a team is ready for site inspection they should contact their YM 1st counselor or Campsite director (who should be in the 

campsite) and have them check the site. 

 

In order to finish on time it is important that quorums/units use slack time in the morning during the Colter Run to clean up, pack up 

and be checked out.  Any quorums/units finishing early can check-in at headquarters or the Service Outpost to assist in taking down 

and packing up the base camp.  

 

Vehicles 
As with arrival, only one equipment vehicle will be invited into camp to pick up team gear.  All equipment to be loaded in the vehicle 

should be staged and prepared prior to the vehicle coming into Camp Geronimo.  Once the Colter Run has completed the vehicles will 

be invited into the camping areas. All quorums/units are required to remain in camp until the awards ceremony has ended. 

 

Hike-Out 
All quorums/units planning to leave prior to the end of the Colter Run must hike out to the parking area in the same manner as they 

arrived.  Please do not send a runner to bring vehicles to the campsites for pickup of passengers prior to 1:00 pm on Saturday. Any 

exceptions need to be approved by the Booshway or Segundo and a vehicle pass will be issued allowing the vehicle to come through 

the gates. 
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Forms 

Registration Instructions  
 

1. All fields on the registration form must be filled out. If you don’t know your Quorum name or the sponsoring unit, call your 

Quorum advisor and get the information. 

 

2. Quorums/units not registered by February preparation meeting on 2-7-2019 will pay the Late Registration as listed in the 

Guide. 

 

3. Quorums/units not registered by February Huddle will not be eligible for the Gold Passport advantages. Patches and 

Rendezvous medallions may not be available to quorums/units registering late. 

 

4. Registration can be done online at www.mesamountainman.com.  

 

5. All medical release forms and Gold Card Team forms are on the Resources page at www.mesamountainman.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

http://www.mesamountainman.com/
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Rendezvous Outposts and Events (May be subject to change) 
Note this is a preliminary list and is subject to change at the time of the rendezvous.  If changes are made an updated list will be 

furnished on the Passport to your team at check-in.( "©" designate Colter Run events) 

Anasazi Outpost 

 Arrowmaking 

 Atl-Atls 

 Beadwork 

 Doubleball Game 

 Doubleball Making 

 Flint Knapping 

 Leatherwork 

 

Timber Cruisers Outpost 

 Jousting 

 Rope Climb 

 Timber Run © 

➢ Ore Hauling 

➢ Log Hoist 

➢ Caber Toss 

➢ Chip Toss 

➢ Buck Saw 

 

Pleasant Valley Wranglers 

 Blacksmithing 

 Branding 

 Bucking Barrels 

 Chariot Races 

 Cowhide Drag 

 Gold Panning 

 Mule Packing © 

 Roping 

 

Survival Outpost 

 Small Game Range 

 Tracking (Geo Caching) 

 Trapping (Game Calling) 

 Trapping (Traps) 

 

Marksman Outpost 

 .22 LR Rifles 

 Archery © 

 Hawk Throwing © 

 Knife Throwing © 

 
 
Muzzle Loader Outpost 

 Black Powder Rifle © 

 

 

Mountaineering Outpost 

 C.O.P.E. / Rappelling 

 Log Chop 

 Quick Camp 

 Wood Carving 

 Zip Line 

 

Team Building Outpost © 

 Crossing the Marsh 

 Pinnacle Stack 

 Prouty’s Landing 

 Radioactive Container 

 Storm the Castle 

 

 

Tonto Buckskinners Outpost 

 Bow & Drill 

 Bullet Casting 

 Flint & steel © 

 Medicine Pouch Making 

 

Hiverano Outpost 

 Headquarters 

 Lost & Found 

 Medical 

 Mormon Battalion 

 Primitive Camp 

 Regalia Inspection 

 Service Outpost 

 Snacks 

 Staff Mess 

 Trading Post 

 

Howling Dog Outpost 

 Amateur Radio Operations 

 GPS & Compass 

 Operation On Target 

Signaling   
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Rendezvous Schedule 
 

Thursday March 14th 

6:30am – 7:30pm ...... Gold Card Quorums/units Hike-In, Check-In, Camp Setup, Lunch 

7:30am – 1:00pm ....... All Other Quorums/units Hike-In, Check-In, Camp Setup, Lunch 

12:00pm ........................................Outpost Activities Start for Gold Card Quorums/units 

1:00pm ............................................... Outpost Activities Start [All other Quorums/units] 

5:00pm ........................................................................................... Outpost Activities End 

5:00pm .............................................................................................. Dinner Break Begins 

7:00pm .............................................................................. Stake/Unit Campfire Programs 

8:15pm ..................................................................................... Rendezvous Staff Meeting 

9:00pm ............................................................ Cracker-barrel for Youth & Adult Leaders 

10:30pm ............................................................................................................ Lights Out 

 

Friday March 15th 

6:00am.................................................................................................. Reveille, Breakfast 

7:30am........................................................................................................ Flag Ceremony 

8:00am....................................................................... Gold Card Outpost Activities Begin 

9:00am.................................................. Outpost Activities Begin-all other quorums/units 

3:00am (Will vary based on Visitor’s Schedule)……………….Outpost & Unit Adult Leader Meeting 

5:00pm ........................................................................................... Outpost Activities End 

5:30pm .............................................................................................. Dinner Break Begins 

5:30pm – 6:30pm ............................................. Passport Cards due at Service Outpost 

5:00pm – 7:00pm ............................................. Dutch Oven Cook-off Competition at HQ 

7:00pm ............................................................... Rendezvous Staff Meeting in Mess Hall 

8:00pm ..................................................................... All Team Campfire at Amphitheatre 

9:00pm (or after campfire) ................................... Cracker-barrel for Youth & Adult Leaders 

10:30pm ............................................................................................................ Lights Out 

 

Saturday March 16th 

6:00am.................................................................................................. Reveille, Breakfast 

7:30am........................................................................................................ Flag Ceremony 

8:00am.................................................................. John Colter Run Begins at Dining Hall 

11:45am…………………………………………….Awards Ceremony at Amphitheater 

........................................................................................................... Clean-up, Check-out 

1:00pm  ........................................................................ Lunch, Hike-out, Return Home 
 

Note: This schedule is based on absolute rigid flexibility; the Booshway reserves the 

right to make changes as necessary whether needed or not. Advance notification of any 

changes will be posted at the Service Outpost and provided, where possible, to the 

quorum/unit youth leaders at check-in, or at the cracker-barrel sessions. 
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Campsite Inspection Sheet 
This sheet should be reviewed by the Quorum President/Unit Leaders each day before leaving camp for 

activities.  This will be the guidelines used by the Rendezvous staff as they inspect campsites and 

determine, based on their findings, the number of points given.  Camp inspections will also take place prior 

to leaving Geronimo through your Stake/Unit Leader. 

 

 

Quorum/Unit 

Number: 

 

 

Sponsor  Name (or 

Ward): 

 

 

Clan (or Stake): 

 

Number of  Members:  
 

 

 

Final Inspection Item 

 

Completed 

 

Fire out and cold 

 

 

Ashes from fire removed 

 

 

All litter removed [and garbage cans emptied/removed] 

 

 

Site looks as close to “never used” as possible  

 

 

Restrooms Cleaned 

 

 

In general, site looks good 

 

 

Ribbons and Patches Earned but Held (team departed)  

 

  

Ribbons and Patches Given to the Team 

 

Ribbons and Patches Denied Because: (unattended fire, vehicle in camp, etc.) 
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Regalia Inspection Sheet (Mountain Man Regalia only) 
 

Quorum/Unit 

Number: 

 

 

Squad Name: 

 

  
Name Overall Appearance/Uniformity 

10 pts 
Shirt 

4 pts 
Pants 

4 pts 
Capote 

8 pts 
Hat 

4 pts 
Pouch / Bag /Mocs 

5 pts 
Total 

35 pts 

1. 

 

       

2. 

 

       

3. 

 

       

4. 

 

       

5. 

 

       

6. 

 

       

7. 

 

       

8. 

 

       

9. 

 

       

10. 

 

       

11. 

 

       

12. 

 

       

 

Total Points 

       

 

Average Points 

       

 

Scoring Notes: 
Overall appearance – General appearance and Quorum Regalia appearance (all have pants, shirt, etc.) 

Shirt – Mountain man type. 

Pants – Heavy sail cloth-type pants, leather, or leather looking “breeches” 

Capote – Mountain man style coat in one of several frontier styles. 

Hat – Mountain man style hat.   

Medicine Pouch – Can be different for each team member. 

Possibles Bag – Mountain man type.  No backpacks or fanny packs. 

Shoes – Moccasins or leggins.  No points for tennis shoes, hiking or cowboy boots, or sandals. 

 

[A perfect score for an individual is 35 points. One additional point may be 
earned by having one or more of the Pouch/Bag/Shoes items. The team 
score is the average of all of the individual scores.]
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What to Bring Checklist 
 
Personal Checklist 
 YM Medical/Permission Form 

 Rope 

 Sleeping Bag 

 Tent 

 Backpack 

 Canteen 

 Snack Items 

 Regalia Items 

 Pocket Knife 

 First Aid Kit 

 Extra Clothing 

 Trading Items 

 Flashlight 

 Sun Protection 

 Compass 

 Poncho 

 Ground Cloth 

 Eating Utensils 

 Mess Kit 

 Soap 

 Toothbrush 

 Washcloth 

 Towel 

 Camera & Film 

 Scriptures 

 

 

 
 
Quorum Checklist 
 Medical/Permission Forms 

 YM Activity Planning Form 

 Regalia Inspection Sheets  

 Quorum Flags 

 Minimum of one 5 Gal Fire Bucket 

 Rope for Misc. projects 

 Trash Bags 

 Fire Barrel 

 Chuckbox and Cooking Gear 

 Food Items 

 Firewood 

 Topo Map 

 Dutch Ovens 

 Fire-making equipment 

 Water jugs 
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How To Reach Camp Geronimo: 

Camp Geronimo is located approximately 20 miles north of Payson, Arizona and is at an elevation of 5,420 

feet. The coordinates of the Camp are: Latitude: N 34° 24' 3.42", Longitude: W 111° 22' 1.8".   

Google Map to: Camp Geronimo 

Directions: 

Leaving the Phoenix metropolitan area, take State Highway 87 north. After reaching Payson, continue on 

Highway 87 about 12 miles until you reach the Control Road turn-off marked by highway marker 265, turn 

right. Continue on the Control Road for about six miles, then turn left onto Webber Creek Road, follow this for 

about 2 miles into camp. Allow 2 to 2-1/2 hours driving time from Central Mesa. 

Leaving from Flagstaff, take Lake Mary Road to State Route 87 south past Pine to Control Road. Turn left on 

Control Road (dirt) for about six miles, then turn left onto the Webber Creek Road, follow this for about 2 miles 

into camp. Allow 2 to 2 1/2 hours driving time. 

 

http://maps.google.com/maps?f=d&source=s_d&saddr=E+University+Dr+%26+N+Mesa+Dr,+Mesa,+Maricopa,+Arizona&daddr=Unknown+road&hl=en&geocode=FSj8_QEd6LdV-SnpROZBxqcrhzHfcEhZXc7aMw%3BFbbqDAId9qlc-Q&mra=pd&mrcr=0&sll=33.423705,-111.81241&sspn=0.042695,0.090723&ie=UTF8&ll=34.601563,-110.088501&spn=2.694706,5.806274&z=8
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Map of Rendezvous Activities 

 

 


